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Unconfirmed Minutes of the meeting of Carbrooke Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 19th November 2014 in Carbrooke Church 

 
Present D Muller (Chairperson), E Buscall, J Nind, P Sampher, N Webster, M Wormall. 
Also present. F Needham (Parish Clerk), Cllr S Hebborn (NCC). 
There were four members of the general public present. 
 
1.   Apologies  
Apologies were received from Cllr Rogers (Breckland Council). 
 
2.   To co-opt Daniel Fishlock as a parish councillor 
It was agreed to co-opt Daniel Fishlock as a parish councillor and he was welcomed. 
 
3.   To receive declarations of interests 
Cllrs Nind, Sampher and Wormall; any matters relating to Blenheim Grange. Cllr Buscall 
declared an interest in the planning application at Low Farm as the applicant. 
 
4.   To agree the minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th October 2014 
It was resolved to approve and sign these minutes as a true and correct record.  
 
5.   Matters arising 
The clerk has looked into the problems on the footway and cycle path along Norwich 
Road from the Beech Tree estate to the 30 mph speed limit reported by a member of the 
public at the last meeting. Some of the problems with trees overhanging street lights are 
on the Blenheim Grange open spaces which the PC will be taking ownership of. It was 
agreed that these will be dealt with once the PC takes on the land. Other overhanging 
trees will be reported to Highways. The knee rail outside the Spar has been removed. 
The clerk will report the broken step to the property owners. 
2015/16 Parish Partnership Scheme – The clerk has provided information about the 
feasibility and approximate costs of the possible highways improvements discussed at 
the last meeting. To be discussed at the December meeting. (nb closing date 30th 
January). 
 
6.   Suspension of meeting for public interest 
A member of the public complained about dog owners not clearing up dog waste in the 
village. The clerk said dog fouling should be reported to the Dog Warden at Breckland 
Council on 01362 858500 or 07771 617417 giving as many details as possible. They will 
contact offenders, if known, and will not pass on any details about who reported them. 
 
A member of the public reported that on 5th November there was a funeral with the wake 
held at the village hall. The pre-school had been asked to vacate the hall to allow the 
reception to take place but were late doing so and people had to wait outside. It was 
agreed that as Management Trustee of the village hall, the PC should try to ensure this 
does not happen again particularly for important village events such as funerals and 
especially for those who have lived in the village for many years. It was agreed the clerk 
will write to the Chair of the pre-school to this effect.    
 
7.   To discuss planning applications made to Breckland Council including 

a. To agree comments on any new planning applications  
3PN/2014/0042/UC 1 Fen Farm Barns, Willow 

Corner 
IP25 6SS 

Change of use of machinery store to 
3 residential units (permitted 
development) For information only 
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3PL/2014/1101/F Land at Dream Catcher,  
Church Street IP26 6SW 

Erection of 2 No bungalows and use 
of previously approved access 
Clerk to check about pond 

3PL/2014/1144/F Low Farm, Caston Road 
IP25 6TF 

Installation of a 50kw ground 
mounted solar photovoltaic system 
No objections 

b.  To note results of planning applications 
3PL/2014/0915/F St Peter & Paul Church IP25 6TD Church roof Permission 

3PN/2014/0029/UC  
 

Fen Barn, Willow Corner CB7 
6SS 

Conversion of barn to residential 
(Permitted Development) Refusal 

3PL/2014/0992/F Manor House, Willow Corner  
IP25 6ST 

Single storey front extension to 
dwelling Permission 

 
8.   To receive correspondence  
Letter from member of the public complaining about tractors driving too fast and causing 
damage to the verge in the village – It was agreed the clerk will write to the farmer 
concerned. 
Norfolk ALC Training – It was agreed the clerk will attend a training session on 
WordPress, cost to CPC £20.00. 
 
9.   To approve receipts and payments 
Cheques signed. F Needham £850.37 (clerk’s pay, Oct 14 including back pay and tax 
refund for Jul, Aug, Sep 14). HMRC £2.09 (NI, Oct 14).  
 
10. To receive an update on NCC’s plans for changes to school transport and 
decide on any action  
The PC has received a letter from the Head Teacher requesting that the PC supports the 
school in opposing the proposal. 
Cllr Muller said that the PC were disappointed they were not officially informed of the 
proposal and only found out about it from third parties. Cllr Hebborn said that originally 
NCC was planning to do the footpath work over summer and remove the bus from 
September. Cllr Hebborn said he was against the proposal and has told the Director of 
Environment, Transport and Development (ETD) of his views, and that he would support 
the PC in opposing it. Cllr Hebborn is on the ETD Committee and will be raising this issue 
as a motion at the County Council Committee meeting on 15th December. 
It was agreed that the PC opposes the proposal to stop the school bus on grounds 
including: the large number of children using the bus, age of the children, already 
problems with school attendance, effects on working parents, safety on the footpath 
(ditches, farm machinery, lack of lighting), safety on the road part of the route (ditches 
and drains, bends, narrowness of road, parts of the road where it would be impossible to 
put in a trod, having to walk in direction of traffic), distance from furthest house more than 
2 miles, increase in traffic on Summer Lane and Drury Lane and at the school.  
It was agreed the clerk will send a letter to Tom McCabe, Interim Director of ETD, copied 
to George Freeman, Cllr Hebborn, Head Teacher and local press. A draft of the letter was 
agreed. The PC will attend the consultation meeting being held by NCC at Queens Hall, 
Watton at 6pm on Tuesday 25th November to which parents are invited. 
 
11.  Blenheim Grange    
Update on transfer of public open spaces at Blenheim Grange 
Mark Edmonds attended the Blenheim Grange meeting with George Freeman on 13th 
November and said that he was in agreement with transferring the public open spaces to 
the Parish Council. Since this meeting, Mark Edmonds has emailed to say that the 
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removal of the heap of spoil is progressing. The agreement is that Taylor Wimpey will pay 
the PC’s legal fees up to £4900. (The solicitor has quoted about this figure to complete 
the transfer. If the fees are higher, the PC will need to pay the extra.) The PC will receive 
the commuted sum of £207,806 plus £34,078 for the initial tree maintenance costs. The 
clerk will send the amended Heads of Terms to Mark Edmonds as soon as possible. 
 
To agree membership and scope of Blenheim Grange working party  
The working party will be Cllrs Buscall and Sampher, the clerk and Adam Wood (BG 
Residents’ Association), with Cllr Wormall deputising for Cllr Sampher where necessary. 
Other people will be asked to join the working party for particular meetings for which their 
contribution is relevant. It was agreed the working party will bring recommendations to the 
Parish Council who will make any decisions. The first meeting will be held before the next 
PC meeting. The Blenheim Grange steering group meetings will no longer continue now 
that the Parish Council has taken on responsibility for fundraising for the play area and 
temporary community centre and setting up a charity to manage these.   
 
To receive an update on fundraising for the play area 
The clerk has received a play area design from Kompan. This is a provisional design and 
changes will be needed once the budget is known. Quotes from other companies will also 
be obtained. There was some discussion as to whether a charity should be set up before 
fundraising takes place, or whether the PC should do the fundraising and build the play 
area and then hand it over to the charity. The working group will discuss this.  
 
12. To receive representatives’ reports  
Village Hall Committee. Cllr Fishlock was appointed as the PC’s representative to attend 
the Committee meetings.  
Blenheim Grange. The Halloween event was successful and Christmas events are now 
being planned.  
Wayland Partnership. A Farmhouse Breakfast will take place on 30th January. Jan 
Godfrey has a number of stalls and tables for free use by community groups and is 
looking for somewhere to store them. 
Millennium Green. Dog owners not clearing up dog waste on the Green is continuing to 
be a problem.  
Pre school. Numbers are on the increase and the pre-school is requesting an increase in 
the funding allowance for two year olds. The garden is a great success.   
School. The school put on a successful Remembrance exhibition in the church. 
Carbrooke Church The Nativity Festival will be held on 6th and 7th December. Tickets 
are on sale for the Carbrooke Church Monthly Prize Lottery, contact Angela Weatherill. 
A calendar for all parish events will be discussed at the December PC meeting.  
 
13. To discuss the Breckland Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation 
Postponed to December meeting. 
 
14. To agree process for grant bids for 2015/16 Postponed to December meeting. 
 
15. Future agenda items Already discussed. 
 
16. To agree the dates and venues for meetings up to May 2015  
It was agreed the clerk will set the dates and book venues. 
 
Date of next meeting: Monday 8th December 2014 at Carbrooke village hall, 7.30 pm 

Meeting closed at 9.30 pm  


