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Unconfirmed Minutes of the meeting of Carbrooke Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 8th December 2014 in Carbrooke Village Hall 

 
Present D Muller (Chairperson), E Buscall, P Sampher, N Webster, M Wormall. 
Also present. F Needham (Parish Clerk), R Snowden (NCC), Cllr J Rogers (Breckland 
Council), N King (Headteacher of Carbrooke School), D Saunders (Chair, Carbrooke 
School Governors). 
There was one member of the general public present. 
 
1.   Apologies  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Nind and Fishlock and from Cllr Hebborn (NCC). 
 
2.   To receive declarations of interests 
Cllrs Sampher and Wormall; any matters relating to Blenheim Grange.  
 
3.  To receive an update on NCC’s plans for changes to school transport and 
decide on any further action 
Richard Snowden, Head of Schools Admissions for Norfolk County Council, gave an 
update on the consultation on the proposal to stop the school bus to Carbrooke school. 
The consultation will end on 19th December and then comments from parents, the school 
and the PC will be considered and a decision taken. Several issues have arisen so far: 
the rurality of the walking route, nature of works needed e.g. on pillbox, whether a partial 
footpath along Drury Lane is enough and whether there were possibilities for a full 
footpath, and the Summer Lane junction. Councillors requested to see a copy of the route 
plan and route assessment and Mr Snowden said these would be emailed to the clerk 
immediately.  
 
Mr King asked whether there was a precedent for such a large proportion of a school’s 
pupils loosing transport, as in this case over 50% of the pupils use the bus, and spoke 
about the lack of infrastructure and social problems of Blenheim Grange and asked how 
these factors would feed into the proposal. Mr Snowden said that NCC councillors were 
probably not aware of the issues at Blenheim Grange but that he would include these in 
his report on the proposal.  
 
Mr Snowden was asked to clarify who will be making the decision. He said that he would 
collate all the responses to the consultation and would make the Chairs of the 
Environment, Development and Transport and Children’s Services Committees, Cllr Toby 
Coke and Cllr James Joyce, aware of all the responses and his recommendation. Cllrs 
Coke and Joyce would then decide whether to accept this recommendation or to take the 
decision to their Committees. Mr King said that he had been told by Niki Park that the 
proposal was within NCC policy and was therefore an officer decision. Mr Snowden said 
this was incorrect and that the decision would be taken by Cllr Coke and Joyce or their 
Committees. A decision will be made in January which may result in acceptance of the 
current proposal, amended proposals or further investigation of options.  
 
Councillors questioned Mr Snowden as to how the criteria of “reasonable safety” was 
assessed and said that certain sections of Caudle Springs/Drury Lane were unsafe due 
to bends, poor visibility, high banks and a lack of step offs and that the large number of 
children who would be walking the route would increase the risks. Councillors said they 
were hampered in responding to the proposals because the route plan and route 
assessment had not been provided but that they believed the route to be unsafe.  
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Councillors noted that they were dismayed that Cllr Hebborn did not attend the meeting to 
discuss such a crucial issue for the parish and one which concerns the County Council, 
and that they hoped Cllr Hebborn would do all he could to oppose the proposal.  
 
Richard Snowden was thanked for attending and left the meeting. The following actions 
were agreed: 

- clerk to circulate the route plan and route assessment when received 
- clerk to write another letter to NCC opposing the proposal, focusing on the road 

safety issues (Cllr Buscall agreed to work with the clerk on drafting the letter) 
- clerk to write to the chairs of the Environment, Development and Transport and 

Children’s Services Committees opposing the proposal and asking to meet them to 
show them the route and discuss concerns 

- clerk to write to Stan Hebborn, the NCC councillor, requesting that he lobby Toby 
Coke to reject the proposal 

- clerk to write to George Freeman asking for his support in opposing the proposal 
 
4.   To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 19th November 2014 
It was resolved to approve and sign these minutes as a true and correct record.  
 
5.   Matters arising 
The clerk has put information about reporting dog fouling on the website and will put 
notices at the village hall. 
 
6.   Suspension of meeting for public interest 
No matters discussed. 
  
7.   To discuss planning applications made to Breckland Council including 
To agree comments on any new planning applications. None. 
To note results of planning applications. None. 
 
8.   To receive correspondence  
None. 
 
9.  To agree process for grant bids for 2015/16 
It was agreed the same format will be used as for 2014/15. Blenheim Grange 
Residents Association have not yet submitted an application for 2014/15. Cllr 
Sampher said that the Residents Association would be submitting an application 
for £500 to go towards the play area equipment fund for Blenheim Grange.  
 
10. To decide whether to submit a bid to NCC’s Parish Partnership Scheme 
for small highway improvements 
It was agreed to take no further action on this for the 2015/16 year. 
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11.   Finances: 
To approve receipts and payments 
Cheques signed. F Needham £401.60 (clerk’s pay, Nov 14).  
 
To agree the budget and precept for 2015/16 
The clerk presented a report showing the Parish Council’s financial position with the 
predicted expenditure to the end of 2014/15 and for 2015/16 if outgoings remained 
essentially the same.  It was agreed that the Parish Council needs to set an increased 
precept for 2015/16 because expenditure will increase as the PC has taken on additional 
responsibilities in recent years and needs to fund facilities for Blenheim Grange and the 
Norwich Road estates in addition to those in the village, given that over 60% of residents 
of the parish live on these estates.  The current precept is low compared to surrounding 
parishes (Band D council tax for Carbrooke is £26 a year, compared to Caston £42, 
Cranworth £35, Little Ellingham £45, Griston £43, Ovington £43, Scoulton £48, Shipdham 
£69, Watton £93, with only Rocklands £19 lower).  It was agree to set the precept at 
£19,884 giving a Band D council tax is £35. Although this is a large percentage rise, the 
council tax is still lower than all surrounding parishes except Cranworth and Rocklands.  
 
12. To receive an update from the Blenheim Grange working party on the 
transfer of public open spaces at Blenheim Grange, setting up of charity and 
fundraising for the play area and community centre  
The report from the working group meeting on 2nd December was approved and the 
following recommendations agreed: 

• The commuted sum and tree work funds are ring-fenced for the Blenheim Grange 
public open spaces and the Parish Council will keep these funds in a separate 
account.  

• The clerk will proceed with fundraising for the play area on behalf of the Parish 
Council.   

• The clerk will start the first stage of applying to the Big Lottery Reaching 
Communities – Buildings fund.   

• The charity to run the play area and community centre will be formed once the play 
area is completed, but this will be kept under review as concerns fundraising for 
the community centre. 

An announcement that the Blenheim Grange public open spaces will be transferred to the 
Parish Council will be made at the Christmas festivities at the Community Cabin on 21st 
December. Cllr Muller will shake hands with Mark Edmonds. 
It was agreed the clerk will contact everyone who attended the meetings organised by 
George Freeman to give an update on the play area and community centre and to invite 
them to attend the festivities on 21st December. 
 
 13.  To receive representatives’ reports  
Village Hall Committee.  
Cllr Nind sent a report by email which was circulated before the meeting which included: 
A request that pre-school opening times be included on the Parish website for reference 
(Mon 9-1, Tues 9-12, Wed, Thur, Fri 9-3). The pre-school website is inactive at the 
moment and this information may help with regards booking of the village hall etc. The 
village hall heating will be done in the very near future, extending it to the bar and 
committee room. The village hall bar will be closed from 26/12/14 until 12/01/15. The New 
Years Eve event has been cancelled due to lack of interest. It was suggested that dogs 
be restricted from using the Millennium Green after dark, to reduce dog mess. There are 
pot holes in the car park and the Parish Council are asked if they could find out whose 
responsibility it is to make the necessary repairs. A rent increase for the pre-school has 
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been agreed. Regarding the pre-school vacating the hall for other short notice events, the 
pre-school have to give four weeks notice for any planned early closure and the village 
hall committee have accepted this. It is hoped publicity of the pre-school’s hours will 
avoid future problems.  
 
Blenheim Grange.  
There has been vandalism to the American war memorial, with fence panels being 
thrown. It has been suggested that the benches be removed to reduce vandalism. There 
has been an incidence of theft of Christmas lights.  
 
Millennium Green.  
An owl box is being put up. Dog mess is continuing to be a problem. It was agreed the 
clerk will ask the Dog Warden to visit to advise what can be done. The committee is 
considering not allowing dogs off leads in the piece nearest to the village hall as a way of 
reducing the dog mess problem.  
 
School.  
Mr King reported that the school will be converting to academy status on 1st February. 
The name will change to St Peter and St Paul Carbrooke Primary Academy. There will 
some administrative changes such as reconstitution of the governors and introduction of 
management by the Diocese but the transfer will be low key.  
 
14. To discuss the Breckland Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation 
Comments were agreed on the Spatial Strategy and on housing and employment 
development in Watton, which will be submitted by the clerk.  
 
15. Future agenda items  
CAB 
 
Date of next meeting: Monday 12th January 2015 at Blenheim Grange Community 
Cabin, 7.30 pm 
Meeting closed at 9.41 pm  


