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Unconfirmed Minutes of the meeting of Carbrooke Parish Council 
held on Monday 9th February 2015 at Carbrooke Village Hall 

 
Present  E Buscall, (Chair in absence of D Muller),  D Fishlock, J Nind, P Sampher, M 
Wormall, N Webster. 
Also present. F Needham (Parish Clerk), Cllr J Rogers (Breckland Council), Cllr S Hebborn 
(Norfolk County Council), David Saunders, one member of the public. 
 
1.   Apologies Apologies were received from Cllr Muller. 
 
2.   To receive declarations of interests 
Cllrs Nind, Sampher and Wormall; any matters relating to Blenheim Grange.  
 
3.   To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2015 
It was resolved to approve and sign these minutes as a true and correct record.  
 
4.  Matters arising 
Road adoption at Blenheim Grange – the clerk has contact Anglian Water and TW to ask 
about the current situation on the surface water drainage system and road adoption. 
The Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 11th May 
can be held in the church. Refreshments will be provided afterwards.  
CPRE Light Pollution Questionnaire – the clerk will if Cllr Muller will complete this as it is 
needs to be completed by someone who lives in the village.  
Recent vandalism incidents at Blenheim Grange - the clerk has arranged to meet Richard 
Carlston to discuss this and other matters. 
 
5.   Suspension of meeting for public interest No matters discussed. 
 
6.  To receive an update from David Saunders on the upkeep and maintenance of St 
Peter and St Paul’s Church, Carbrooke 
A full inspection of the church was carried out in 2013 which identified works of £250,000. 
An application to English Heritage to fund this work was turned down. There have been 
several thefts of lead from the aisle roof and a window has been smashed. Some 
insurance has been paid but not enough to cover all the costs of repair. To deter further 
thefts the school has agreed to keep the car park locked and security cameras have been 
installed by the police. A bid has been made to the Listed Places of Workship Grant 
Scheme (church is Grade 1 Listed) for £90,000 for work including replacing the lead with 
steel. The outcome will be known by the end of March. If unsuccessful, the PCC will apply 
to the Heritage Lottery Fund. The church now has a toilet and a working heating system. 
Mr Saunders said he would keep the PC informed. 
 
7.   To discuss planning applications made to Breckland Council including 

     To agree comments on new planning applications 
3PL/2014/1378/F Portal Avenue IP25 6HR Residential development for 80 dwellings 

with associated servicing and infrastructure 
Objections: lack of infrastructure, need 

       increased provision of health services, schools, play and leisure facilities, open spaces for   
       existing housing, and for a community centre to serve this area of Carbrooke. If planning  
       permission granted, CPC would like to see Section 106 contributions towards facilities in the  
       parish, in particular for a new community centre and for a play area. 
Cllr Rogers said that a meeting of Watton Town Council and CPC would be arranged if 
planning permission is granted to discuss the open spaces and S106 arrangements. 
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3PL/2014/1374/CU Hillier House, Norwich Road 
IP25 6JX 

Change of use of units 2-4 from B1 
(Business) to D2 (Assembly & Leisure), as a 
Gym and Fitness Centre 
No objections 

3PL/2015/0087/F Manor Farm Willow Corner 
IP25 6SS 

Construction of new shed over existing 
polypropylene fuel tanks and sprayer filling 
area Objections: unsuitable location, 
effects on neighbouring dwellings 

3PL/2015/0124/F Plot 2 Dream Catcher, Church Street 
IP25 6SW 

Erection of bungalow and use of existing 
previously approved access 
No objections 

3CM/2015/0001/CM Carbrooke Quarry, Summer Lane 
IP25 6TR 

Vary conditions 1 & 2 C/3/2010/3006 to 
extend period of operation until 11/02/2025 
Clerk to check no hazardous substances 
involved and if not, no objections 

3CM/2015/0002/CM Carbrooke Quarry, Summer Lane 
IP25 6TR 

Variation of condition 1 of C/3/2010/3005 to 
extend time limit for waste disposal and 
recycling until 11/02/2025  
Clerk to check no hazardous substances 
involved and if not, no objections 

           
8.  To receive correspondence  
Breckland Council – changes to planning practice guidance: developments of up to an 
including 10 dwelling will no longer need to pay affordable housing or pen space 
contributions. This will reduce the amount of Recreational Contribution Fund money 
available to the parish.  
Complaint from a member of the public about the hedges near the Summer Lane/Drury 
Lane junction – clerk to contact land owners and Highways to request hedges are cut. 
Requests from member of the public to remove the benches by the war memorials to 
reduce anti-social behaviour – agreed to try other solutions first  
 
9.  To receive an update on NCC’s proposal to stop the school bus and decide on 
any further action  
NCC have not yet informed the PC of the decision, despite having said this would be done 
by the end of January. The clerk has submitted a Freedom of Information request to NCC 
for correspondence relating to the proposal to withdraw the school bus and has been told 
the information will be provided by 19th February 2015 
Cllr Hebborn reported that he has been in correspondence with officers about the Statutory 
Guidance regarding phasing in changes to travel arrangements. The officers have 
indicated that they will not follow this guidance. Cllr Hebborn asked NCC for an update on 
the decision and was told there was a delay due to the quantity of responses to the 
consultation. 
 
10.   Finances: 
To approve receipts and payments 
Cheques signed. F Needham £587.34 (clerk’s pay, Jan 15).   
To note the new Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 
An external audit of the PC’s accounts will no longer take place. The Parish Council is 
required to publish on its website certain financial and other information. There deadline for 
the publication of information for 2014/15 is 1st July 2014. 
 
11. To receive an update from the Blenheim Grange working party on the transfer of 
public open spaces at Blenheim Grange and fundraising for the play area and 
community centre  
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The working group met on 15thJanuary. The report was discussed and recommendations 
agreed.  
Open spaces and play area: Funding bids for the play area have been submitted to 
Breckland Council Match Funding, Geoffrey Watling and Trusthouse Forte Charitable 
Foundation. The bid to Awards for All will not be accepted until the land transfer is 
complete. The clerk is still to submit bids to John Jarrold Trust and via Norfolk Community 
Foundation and a few others. The suggested timescale for the play area is: February to 
April – receive results of bids: April – review funding available and finalise budget of play 
area: May – start work on play area. 
The new solicitor Simon Burnip seems to be trying to move the transfer along and has 
confirmed the estimate of fees is as previously agreed. TW have agreed tree work can be 
started before the transfer is completed. The removal of the spoil is underway. 
Responsibility for all areas of open space is being clarified (some are the responsibility of 
housing associations). Investment options for the commuted sum are being considered. 
Community centre: The first stage of applying to the Big Lottery Reaching Communities – 
Buildings fund is to carry out an Options Appraisal. This is a long process. In the meantime 
a bid will be submitted to Orbit and Breckland Council Match Funding for a portacabin as a 
temporary community centre. It may be best for the bid to be submitted by the Residents’ 
Association: the clerk will liaise with the RA about this. The clerk said that fundraising for a 
temporary community centre before the PC have ownership of the land is difficult and that 
funders may be reluctant to commit funding at this stage.  
It was agreed that it was important to be realistic about what can be achieved and that the 
goal for this year should be transfer of the open spaces, installation of a play area and 
installation of a temporary portacabin.  
 
12.  To discuss tenders for grounds maintenance for parish open spaces 
Cllr Buscall suggested that as the Parish Council will be need to tender for maintenance of 
the open spaces at Blenheim Grange, it might be a good idea to jointly tender for the 
churchyard and Millennium Green. David Saunders said he would discuss this with the 
PCC, and Cllr Webster said he would discuss with the Millennium Green committee. 
 
13.  To discuss arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting 
The clerk will invite all parish organisations.  
 
14.  To receive representatives’ reports  
Village Hall Committee. The last meeting was cancelled.  
Blenheim Grange Residents Association. Cllr Sampher said he has been asked by 
residents to request that TW reduce the height of the third speed bump and will be writing 
to TW regarding this.  
School. The school is now an Academy of the Diocese of Norwich Education and 
Academies Trust. 
Wayland Partnership. The next Wayland Partnership meeting will be on 3rd March. 
Millenium Green. The owl box is in place. A three year grass cutting contract has been 
agreed with Gary Lake. The committee would like to get some new play equipment and 
asked if the PC could support them. 
District Councillor. Cllr Rogers said that he would support any applications for funding for 
the parish, and wished to offer his support in opposing the withdrawal of the school bus.  
 
15. Future agenda items None. 
 
Next meeting: Monday 2nd March 2015 at Blenheim Grange Community Cabin  
Meeting closed at 8.48 pm  


