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Wayland Partnership News 

July 2017 

The Wayland Partnership promotes the  

Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental  

Well-being of all who live and work in Wayland. 
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The Partnership Office is always busy, but so far this  month  it has been especially so, with Staff literally coming and 
going. Meanwhile we are working  on the  LEADER bid, planning for the Health and Wellbeing  Marquee at the-
Wayland Show  and the Business Showcase event in September. In the Gallery throughout August there will be 
crafts and photographs on display and September will bring a solo show by our Patron, Helena Anderson Children 
of the World Exhibition. 

The Men’s Shed have held their first AGM  - it is hard to believe that a year has passed  since the Men’s Shed was 
created; the members have done an amazing  job in turning what was until recently the Army Cadets’ Headquar-
ters. It has been very sad to learn that  the Old School in Church Walk which is now the Men’s Shed headquarters 
and which we rent from the MOD, has been twice vandalised in recent weeks. It is hard to understand why anyone 
would want to damage a historic building. Fortunately the members have the skills to make repairs. 

The Dementia Café has changed its name to the more attractive Wayland Memory Café. We are very grateful, al-
ways, for the donations that come from the community and enable the Café to continue its work. In September the 
Wayland Women in Business group will be hosting a Fashion Show by Artichoke at Broom Hall, to raise funds for 
the Café. More details next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#welovewayland  #workingtogetherforwayland 
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Watton & District U3A ‘Looking at Watton’  

The ‘Looking at Watton’ group will be launching their first publication  

A ‘Snapshot’ of the High Street Watton 2015-17  

at Watton library on Wednesday 12th July 2-6pm.  

Come along to the library and talk to the people who have written the book 

and purchase your own copy.  

Refreshments will be available.  

For more information please call Watton library on 01953 881671.  
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OPEN DAY AT MERTON CHURCH 

JULY 30th  

  

After a gap of several years, St Peter’s church, Merton, is again holding an Open Day, on Sunday July 30th 
from 12 noon to 5 p.m.  

  

Tony Brooks will be giving his ever-popular show of old photographs of Merton, Thompson, Tottington and 
West Tofts. As well as allowing viewers to enjoy his huge collection of pictures, Tony will give a commentary 
describing the places and people shown, drawing on his great fund of local knowledge. Visit his website on 
www.merton.ukgo.com to see a selection of the photographs.  

  

There will be a local history exhibition, with an emphasis on the impact of the 1st World War on Merton vil-
lage and estate, and we hope also to have a collection historical artefacts and archaeological finds on dis-
play. 

  

In addition, the Norfolk Wildlife Trust will be providing information about the importance of churchyards for 
wildlife, and one of their team will be present to introduce visitors to some of the abundant wildflowers that 
are to be found in Merton churchyard. 

  

Refreshments will be available all day – ploughman’s lunches, cream teas, and delicious home-made cakes. 
Come and find out a little more about the history of the village, or just come and enjoy a cup of tea in these 
beautiful surroundings, looking out across the park towards Merton Hall. 

  

Free admission. All proceeds from refreshments, raffle etc. will go to the fund for restoration of the church 
roof – repairs are urgently needed after the theft of half of the lead. 

http://www.merton.ukgo.com/
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The HAPPY Project 

June has been a busy month for The HAPPY Project, with some highs and some lows! 

The lows were The Big Lunch on the 11th June 2017 in the Marquee in Chaston Place, with fewer people 

attending than hoped, however those who were there had a most enjoyable time and we met some 

new residents to the area. As always, the donations of food were delicious and very plentiful. We en-

joyed the quizzes and people wanted more so, that will be for next time. We were very grateful to Hal 

and Fiona at The Italian Job for providing us with Coffee, Tea and soft drinks. 

Ashill School Fete was great fun, the staff dressed as characters from Alice in Wonderland. The weather 

was lovely but there were again, fewer people attending than were expected, however, everyone had a 

good time and Rosemary and I enjoyed making a bracelet each. 

The June session of the Family Art and Craft Group was great fun, again a small gathering of people but 

everyone enjoyed the activities on offer. The biggest attraction was the cold clay and the threading 

beads to make jewellery. In July, we will be leaf printing, making Dragonflies as well as pebble painting 

which is always a big favourite. The next session of The Family Art and Craft Group will be from 10:00 to 

12:00 noon on Saturday 8th July 2017. 

The high came from Griston. The HAPPY Project has been supporting Griston with their Babes in the 

Wood Festival, it was held over two days and was a great success bringing 

people together. Saturday saw a select but very good car boot sale, which 

proved a good source of bedtime reading matter for Grandma and 

Grandpop when the grandchildren visit! There were also refreshments in 

the Church with the most delicious cakes it was very difficult to make a 

choice. The competition for the children to Find the Babes in the gardens 

around the village was a great success with twenty-five households partici-

pating, this made a very interesting competition. Saturday night, there was 

a formal opening of the Festival by The Mayor, Stan Hebborn and his wife, 

Sue, followed by live music from a piper and three different bands. A tom-

bola and an auction also took place, as you can see it was very busy and 

that was only the first day! 

Sunday was time for The Dog Show and Fete. The weather was kind to us, 

not too hot for any one especially the dogs. There were lots of stalls with games for the children. People 

young and old enjoyed throwing the wet sponge at the person in the stocks. There was an ice cream 

stall and a Barbecue. There were lots of dogs of all shapes and sizes competing in a variety of classes, it 

was fun to see the winners sporting their rosettes. The HAPPY Project had an Art and Craft station 

where the children decorated sun visors and masks. We were very busy! I have never seen such a big 

pile of glitter left by the over enthusiastic sprinkling by the children. We also enjoyed decorating pebbles 

and again making bracelets, some children returned more than once to make another piece of jewellery 

for another member of the family, it was lovely to see so many people out in the fresh air enjoying the 

activities and games on offer. Well done Griston, let’s hope that this will be the first of many!           
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The Wayland Team at the Royal Norfolk Show 

Thanks to the generosity of Buy Local  Norfolk the Wayland Partnership, the Wayland Chamber of Com-

merce and Visit Wayland were able to share a stall (and the cost) at the 2017 Show. As this was a late 

decision, there were a few very busy days as we pulled together leaflets and materials for the stall. 

The adventure took the best 

part of four days, setting up 

on Tuesday, manning the stall 

on a drenching Wednesday 

and a cool Thursday and 

clearing up on Friday.  

Enormous thanks to Debbie 

and Katharine  for taking this 

on and for promoting Won-

derful Wayland and the 

#welovewayland message. Sadly, busy as we are with the departures and 

arrivals of staff, the Partnership was not able to offer a physical presence 

this year, but if the opportunity arises in 2018 we will be there too.  

Business Showcase September 13th 2017 5.00 to 8.00pm 

This is an opportunity for Wayland businesses across all sectors to showcase what they do. If they are 

new businesses or they work from home this is a FREE opportunity to tell the community they are out 

there.  If they have an idea for a business or a new line and want to try it out, in a safe and friendly 

environment, we can offer a pop-up stall. If they need some advice about funding a new project or 

writing a business plan, we will provide support, or if they would just like to network with other busi-

nesses or learn more about the Chamber of Commerce, the Wayland Partnership or Visit Wayland. 

It is also an opportunity for  Wayland residents to meet new businesses and find out more about  the 

organisations in and around Wayland which support the Business community. 
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Wayland’s Got Talent 

We were dismayed when we learned that the lovely and many talented Liz Reed was un-

well and unable to  produce her exhibition, scheduled for the beginning of July.   

However  the space in the Gallery Calendar gave us the opportunity to celebrate Wayland 

Talent. Artists from Ashill, Caston and Saham art groups and with the help of  Volunteer 

Stewards, Janet and John, we have been able to showcase some of our wonderful Way-

land artists. 
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Wayland Community of Culture 

Since the Wayland Partnership was first established in 1999 its purpose has been 

economic regeneration and its primary focus tourism.  This was supported by the 

external consultation commissioned by the embryo Partnership and published in 

December 1998, which concluded that we should seek new ways to attract new visi-

tors. We were able to take advantage of the European Objective 2 funding available 

at that time, Watton town centre was enhanced with new street furniture, heritage 

buildings were restored and a new car park was established. At Wayland House – 

also purchased with European funds – a community art Gallery was established 

which also houses the Tourist information Centre. For ten years the Gallery has host-

ed regular exhibitions of arts and crafts and offers creative workshops for the com-

munity. Walks and cycle rides have been developed, heritage projects undertaken, 

resulting in the publication of local history books, and one-off events and Wayland Weekends organised. Wayland 

House also offers rented accommodation to start-up and growing businesses, which, since the disappearance of 

significant funding opportunities, has been the Partnership’s main source of income. 

The proposed Wayland Community of Culture project responds to a variety of needs identified in the Partnership’s 

agreed five-year plan. The project aims to develop quality new activities and products exploring the local heritage, 

food, environment and culture of Wayland to generate new visitors to the area, extend the tourism season and 

encourage visitors to stay longer whilst supporting existing activities to grow and flourish thus strengthening the 

local cultural/tourism sector and the wider economy.  

This will be achieved over two years by appointing a project officer to deliver a range of both new activities and to 

support existing ones. There will be a programme of art/craft workshops and also training for volunteers. These 

activities will address a number of problems and opportunities for the Wayland area by using tourism as a tool to 

regenerate a deprived rural area. This project has been developed with partners to put Watton and Wayland ‘on 

the map’ as a destination by building on our organisational track record, to explore under-developed local USPs 

such as local history, the Babes in the Wood legend, and our special local environment within the Brecks, to build 

on our geographical location within Norfolk being within 1 hour of established tourism destinations, and to help 

The Town Council and other organisations to foster a new sense of pride in the community following recent 

changes in local demographics. 

To fund this two-year programme, we have applied to LEADER which is a Europe-

an fund focussed on economic regeneration in rural areas, which includes tour-

ism. The fund is managed by Norfolk County Council and delivered by Local Ac-

tion Groups, in our case the Brecks LAG. It is a two-stage process and we have 

already achieved Stage One. We believe our chances of achieving stage two are 

good, but we need to show that we have consulted with the local community 

and that we have a percentage of match funding. We spent a good deal of time 

in 2015/16 consulting with the community and writing a five-year plan which 

was signed off by the Trustees and the Partnership Representatives group in No-

vember 2016. The most recent consultation took place at the time of the Engag-

ing Communities event on May 2017. 

The total cost of the two-year project is just over £96k including VAT, of which LEADER will contribute 68%. The 

remaining 32% will come from local funding and the Wayland Partnership’s reserves.   
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The Wayland Photography Challenge 2017 

 Winning Picture 2016 

There is still time to take part in this year’s Photography Challenge. 

What we want from the competition this year is pictures typical of 

the Wayland area – the life, the landscape, the flora and fauna, the 

historic buildings, events in the Wayland Villages—Fetes, Garden 

Openings, Blossom & Yarn, Sports events etc. Entry forms are  avail-

able from Wayland House, by email (jan@jangodfrey.net) or from the Partnership’s website  

http://wayland.org.uk 

There was a good entry last year but we would like twice as many in 2017. You do not have to be a Way-

land Resident to take part, but your pictures should be of Wayland. You do not need expensive equip-

ment. There is a separate section for professionals, and a people’s choice vote throughout August. Entry 

forms will be available from Wayland House from the end of April.   
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The 2017 Wayland Show starts at 10am.    

Gate price          Online price 

Adults (17+) £15 [£12.50 + £2.50 VAT]      £10 [£8.33 + £1.67 VAT] 

Children (5 – 16) £5 [£4.17 + 83p VAT]     £4 [£3.33 + 67p VAT] 

Family ticket (2 adults & 2 children) £35 [£29.17 + £5.83 VAT]  £25 [£20.83 + £4.17 VAT] 

 

Visitors who buy online tickets must enter the showground through the Brandon Road entrance 

and you will need to print your ticket and bring it with you so that it can be scanned. 

Car parking is FREE. 

      

WHAT’S ON 

As usual we shall be reflecting the agricultural and rural heritage of Norfolk with the show’s impressive display of livestock 
including cattle, sheep, pigs, goats and fur & feather; plus Working Hunter and other equestrian qualifiers and showing clas-
ses, Gun Dogs, Vintage Tractors and Classic Cars, plus the Taste of Norfolk, the Shopping Village Marquee, Fur & Feather, 

Horticulture, Home Crafts and Baking marquee and the many trade displays will ensure an unmissable day out. 

The Wayland Partnership Development Trust will again be hosting the Health and Wellbeing Marquee at the Wayland Show 
in Watton this year offering businesses, organisation’s and charities the opportunity to promote their health and wellbeing 
message. Now a firm fixture in the Show programme, we continue to build on the success of the previous two years. We 
want to feature a broad spectrum of organisations representing both physical and mental wellbeing.  If your business, organ-

isation or charity, represents any of these aspects, then we would love to hear from you.  

Visit the Wayland Partnership Development Trust website for more information about the cost to exhibit and how to book. 

If you have any questions, please contact Suzanne Rhind at the Wayland Partnership on 01953 880204 or 

email suzanne@wayland.org.uk  

Main Ring – The timetable of events in this year’s main ring will be on the Wayland Show website http://

www.waylandshow.com as soon as it is confirmed. 

 

mailto:suzanne@wayland.org.uk
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February 25th  10.00  Launch of 2017 season 

February 25th to March 11th      ‘Once Upon a Time’ Wayland Book Week 

March 7th 10.30-12.30  Calligraphy Demonstration with Christine Robinson 

April 1st to April 15th      Elsing Artists Exhibition 

April 29th to May 13th      The World of Christine Watson Exhibition 

May 19th – 21st   Norfolk Open Studios Breckland Taster Exhibition 

     New Horizons (Preview May 19th 7.00pm) 

June 3rd  to 17th           The Tiffey Valley Painters Exhibition   

June 17th       Launch of Wayland Photography Challenge 

July 1st  to July  15th      Wayland Artists Show (replaces Liz Reed who is unwell) 

July 27th to August 31st    Photography Challenge Wonderful Wayland Exhibition Including People’s Vote 

Sept 16th to Sept. 30th   Helena Anderson Children of the World Exhibition 

October 14th to October 28th Marie Dawe & Sue Welfare Looking East –A Seasonal Exploration 

November 4th to 18th  Super Smashing Grout Mosaic Exhibition 

Nov. 25th to Dec 20th      “Its beginning to look a lot like Christmas (Christmas Arts and Crafts Exhibition) 

 

Creative Workshops at Wayland House 2017 

Feb. 25th  10.00 – 4.00  Creative/Life Writing with Author & Artist  Sue Welfare 

March 4th 2.00-5.00  Poetry/Creative Prose with Heidi Williamson 

March 11th 10.00-4.00  Cartoon/Illustration With Andy Scordelis 

March 25th 10.00-1.00  Calligraphy Workshop with Christine Robinson 

April 29th 10.00-4.00   A Taste of India Embroidery with Dilys Harvey 

May 6th  10.00- 4.00  Stained Glass Workshop with Alby Stained Glass 

May 20th 10.00-1.00   Calligraphy Workshop with Christine Robinson 

June 3rd 10.00-1.00   Calligraphy Workshop with Christine Robinson 

June 10th 10.00-4.00   Calico Garden Embroidery with Dilys Harvey 

July 8th 10.30-4.00   Silk Painting Workshop with Elizabeth Scott 

September 23rd 10.00-4.00  Fusing Fabrics Dilys Harvey 

November 4th 10.00-4.00   Kantha Quilting with Dilys Harvey 

December 2nd 10.00 – 1.00 Christmas Wreath with Jane Dalton 

Exhibitions and Events in the Dragonfly Gallery,  

Wayland House 2017 
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Programme of Watton & Wayland Events 2017 

February 15th 5.30   Wayland Chamber Buffet & AGM Broom Hall 

March 28th 1.00-6.00  Wayland Career and Jobs Fair Queens Hall 

April 22nd    Wayland Show Charity Ball Lynford Hall 

June 11th 12.00 noon  Big Lunch Wayland House 

June 8th to June 10th   The Wayland Festival 2017 

              Thursday, 8th June 

     Afternoon - Perfect Vintage 50s Nostalgia Show 

     Evening - Doug Segal - Comedy Mind Reader 

              Friday, 9th June 

     Afternoon - Rachel Duffield - 40s Cabaret 

     Evening - Bella Musica with Dale Bullimore 

              Saturday 10th June 

     Morning - Alex Clown.  Children’s Show 

     Afternoon-Four4Jazz 

     Evening - Queen Tribute Band - Queens Hall 

July 7th – 10th    Blossom & Yarn – 7 Days & Beyond. Knitting and Flower Festival across 6  

     Wayland Churches 

August 6th    Wayland Show Brandon Rd. Watton 

     from 10.00am. Gates open 10.00am. Tickets: online £10.00 Children    

     £4.00 Family £25.00 At Gate £15.00/ £5.00/ £35.00 

September 3rd   Lavender’s Lunch College Farm Thompson 

September 3rd    Watton Carnival Watton High Street 

September 13th    Business Showcase 5.00-8.00 

October 17th   Tourism Conference 10.00 – 4.00 

October 28th    Watton Fireworks - Brandon Rd. Show Ground 

November 25rd    Small Business Saturday – Watton High Street 

December 3rd    Watton Festive Market – Watton High Street 

December 26th to 31st   Aladdin – Traditional Pantomime Melsop Farm Park 
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Contact us:  

Business & Community   

Development Manager 

Suzanne Rhind 

01953 880204 

suzanne@wayland.org.uk 

 

Growing Together 

Pam Morgan 

 Outreach Worker 

07503455263 

pamela.wayland1@gmail.com 

 

Visitor Centre & Tourism 

Arts & Events Manager or duty 
Steward 

01953 880212 

 

All other enquiries to 

Reception: 

01953 883915 

 

Website: www.wayland.org.uk 

 

 

 

Dragonfly Gallery: 

Arts & Events Manager 

Susan Hollingworth 

01953 880205 

susan@wayland.org.uk 

 

HAPPY Project 

Jean Williams Outreach 
Worker 

01953 880235 

jean@wayland.org.uk 

 

Trustees 

Jan Godfrey (Chair) 

01953 880202 

jan@wayland.org.uk 

 

 

Heritage 

Bronwen Tyler 

01953 483741 

 

 

 


