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Wayland Partnership News 

September 2017 

The Wayland Partnership promotes the  

Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental  

Well-being of all who live and work in Wayland. 
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Looking forward to the next main exhibition by our lovely patron Helena Anderson -’Children of the World’  which runs from 

September 16th —30th. We hope that as may people as possible will visit this very special and unusual exhibition, especially as a 

percentage of the proceeds will be donated to Children in Need. Helena will be with us on the first two Saturdays at ‘Meet the 

Author’ sessions; join us for coffee and goodies 

Following Helena  will be our equally lovely other Patron, - Artist, craftswoman and writer, Sue Welfare, who will be joining forc-

es  with another good friend of the Dragonfly Gallery, Marie Dawe. They will be presenting ‘Looking East –A Seasonal Explo-

ration’ from October 14th to 28th.  

The newsletter is a little shorter this month -  I have been out of the office because of family illness, leaving our excel-

lent new team steering the ship. 

 

 

 

 

 

#welovewayland  

#workingtogetherforwayland 
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THOMPSON COMMUNITY HALL 

The new hall for Thompson – Thompson Community 

Hall – is fast nearing completion and should be ready 

for hand over by the builders in mid-November. The 

roof cladding is almost in place and the piping for the 

underfloor heating has been laid.  Now that it is weather 

tight we should see quite rapid progress with the inter-

nal works.  Meanwhile we have a lot of work to do be-

hind the scenes.  

It is very exciting for the village to have a new hall after 

many, many years of fundraising and the enormous for-

tune of a legacy which finally made it possible.  The un-

usual design reflects the agricultural surroundings and 

the roof wraps around the building in a continuous 

sweep, removing the need for guttering to break up the 

lines.  Large windows with French doors will look out 

from the two halls over our Millennium Green.  The foyer will contain a coffee servery and there will also be a well-

equipped kitchen with serving hatch into the smaller of the two halls.  For progress photos see our facebook page 

Thompson Village Norfolk. 

We are already taking enquiries for possible hiring, which we anticipate will begin in early 2018.  If you have a query 

please contact Bronwen Tyler, Chair of Trustees, on 01953 483741 or email bron_tyler@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

Progress Week 22 
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THE IMPACT OF WORLD WAR TWO ON WAYLAND 

Now that the various members of the Wayland Heritage Group have recovered from the efforts of re-

searching The Impact of World War One on Wayland, our thoughts are turning to a follow-on project 

which will look at the impact the Second World War had on this area.  The idea is very much in its infancy 

and we still have to meet as a group to decide on the details.  However, we are keen to put in a bid to 

Heritage Lottery Fund in order to fund the research and training needed as well as publish our results. 

The existing village groups and individuals have all expressed a great deal of interest, although we lack an 

individual or small group of people who will research Watton.  

Although a great deal has already been done and will continue to 

be done in terms of the airfield by many individuals and groups, 

and we are extremely grateful that a lot of support has already 

been offered to allow access to a range of materials and infor-

mation about the base, we also need to understand what impact 

such a large influx of people had on the town and its facilities.  

How did local people feel about the presence of an airfield plac-

ing them very much in the front line?  We need to look at the 

wider impact of war on the town as a whole and its relationship 

with the village communities.  What impact did the war have on 

businesses in Watton, especially with rationing and shortages of supplies?  If you think you could take on 

even a small aspect of the research on Watton we would love to have you join us. 

For the project as a whole we anticipate similar categories to WWI, such as the impact on women, chil-

dren, everyday life, transport, farming and so on.  In addition this was a new kind of warfare, brought to 

the doorstep, and therefore will have had a different impact to the previous one. We found in WWI that 

the role of women became increasingly significant, so what further changes were brought about in 

WW2? What stories do we have of evacuees?  How did the people of Way-

land feel about impending war? There will be stories of the Land Army, of 

prisoners of war put to work on our farms, of bombs and aircraft crashes.  

We hope to be able to record oral histories of personal experiences or 

family memories. There will be a huge amount more; this is but an outline 

of what we hope to include.   The outcomes of the project are  dependent 

on a successful bid to HLF and we are eager to try and secure the funding. 

Look out for details of Heritage Group meetings and other news on the 

project.  Meanwhile If you would like to know more about getting involved 

please contact us or come along to our first meeting, which we will publi-

cise shortly. Even if you only have time to research one small area of inter-

est your input would be welcome. Please contact by phone to 01953 

883915 or emailbron_tyler@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

Wiley S Noble, 3rd Strategic Air De-

pot, based at Griston and Watton. 

Wiley was the secretary of the 3rd 

SAD Assoc. and returned to England 

on many occasions between  1970 

and 2003. 

RAF Watton, opened 1937,  before re-

development 
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THE SURGE FUND 

The Surge Fund is managed by the Wayland Partnership and provides 

funding for innovative and creative projects led by young people. We 

are open to all types of projects, as long as the idea impacts positively 

on a group of young people and doesn’t benefit a business. You can 

apply at any time until 30th September 2018 for a grant of up to £500, 

and we will assess your application within four weeks.  

About the fund: 

The Project Rainbow Trustees have wound up the charity that created 

The Surge as a youth venue for local young people which closed when 

the building, the redundant GP Surgery, was sold to a business. The trustees have asked the Wayland Partnership to manage 

the remaining funds by setting up a small grant scheme . 

The Surge Fund will be available to groups of young people in the Wayland Area from 1st October 2017 to 30th September 2018. 

Applications for up to £500 may be made at any time up to September 1st, 2018 and the funds spent by December 1st, 2018. 

However, this is a small fund which is likely to be popular so early application is advised. Adult Group leaders may apply on 

behalf of young people. However applications completed by young people will be welcome (counter-signed by an adult leader 

who will take responsibility for the funds). The grant will be paid to successful applicants at the start of the project, but a de-

tailed record of spending and a report on the success of the project must be submitted when the project is completed. We are 

looking for creative and innovative projects which will help to increase membership, develop new skills and make a difference 

to members of the group. Groups will need  to have their own Bank Account in order to receive a grant. 

GUIDELINES 

Who may apply? 

 The fund, (maximum grant £500) is available to Youth Groups (members under the age of 18) in Watton 

and the Wayland villages. 

 It is also available to mixed age groups with a significant number of members under the age of 18. 

Who may not apply? 

 Individuals 

 Groups where all members are over 18 

 Adults (except those applying on behalf of young people) 

 Groups where the fund would benefit a business. 

What can you spend the grant money on? 

  We are open to all types of projects, as long as the idea impacts positively on a group of young peo ple. The ap

 plication may include funding for equipment, a course to develop new skills, support for a new or existing activi

 ty. We’re looking for exciting ideas from across the community, so get creative! 

What can you not spend the grant money on? 

general running costs 

Items which will mainly benefit adults 

Items which will benefit a business 

Application form from Richard@wayland.org.uk 01953 880204 
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THE HISTORY OF WAYLAND HERITAGE  &  A MUSEUM  FOR WATTON 

We offer our warmest congratulations to the Museum4|Watton Team both for ac-

quiring premises to house the museum and for achieving a Heritage Lottery Fund 

Grant. We also congratulate the Town Council for having the foresight to make 

space in the Wayland Hall available to the Museum. We thought this would be a 

good time to trace the Story of Wayland and Watton Heritage for the benefit of new-

comers to the area. 

Since the late  1990s and maybe even longer, there have been a number of well sup-

ported but frustrated attempts to create a museum in Watton. The wall-hanging in 

Wayland Hall created by Wayland Stitching for Pleasure celebrating the many local 

organisations,  includes the Heritage Group logo and the Millennium hanging depict-

ing  some of our  significant historic buildings hangs in Wayland House.  

Despite an enormous amount of research by successive committees it was impossi-

ble to identify and negotiate a suitable venue for a museum and a sustainable way 

forward and a succession of committees in turn gave up the struggle. However, 

through the generosity of the Royal Air Force, a whole army of volunteers  and a 

number of individuals lending a wide range of photographs and artefacts, the War-

time Watton Museum was born and served to inform the community for ten years 

until the building had to be demolished to make way for Blenheim Grange.  

Even European funding could not provide a venue, but together with HLF it did sup-

port the development of the Wayland Heritage Group and of the groups set up in 

the majority of Wayland villages. With still no sign of a suitable, accessible, sustaina-

ble venue, a different route was needed.  

Their first joint  achievement was the research into the Wayland Churches and the 

production of  ‘ Capturing our History, The Churches of Wayland’  The groups real-

ised that there was so much more to research and learn and so embarked upon cap-

turing the history of each Wayland Village which was published in 2011 as fourteen 

separate books. After such a major task a break was needed but the opportunity of 

funding for the 100th anniversary of WWI led to another joint research project, and 

‘The Impact of WWI on Wayland’ was produced. The next Wayland-wide project will 

be the Impact of WWII on Wayland 

In the meantime individual village heritage groups were developing their own pro-

jects and holding some superb Heritage events, while many of the churches, as 

part of their HLF bids for renovation funds have developed innovative Heritage 

programmes for their communities.  

All of the books produced by the Wayland Heritage Group are available at the 

Tourist Information Centre along with a number of information leaflets. They are-

all produced, and are the copywrite of, the Wayland Partnership. 

In addition there are websites supporting the History and Heritage of the Wayland 

Area which are easily accessed via a search engine such as Google. There is much 

for the newcomer to the Wayland area to learn about the History and Heritage of 

the Wayland area and next year there will also be a museum. 
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Bright future ahead for entertainment in Watton!  
 
Local entertainer Alex Morley has opened up a new theatre space at Melsop Farm Park in Scoulton just outside 
Watton and is hoping to create an entertainment hub for the local community for shows for everybody to en-
joy. It began last winter when Alex and his team transformed one of the barns into a fantastic festive theatre for 
the very successful Christmas show he staged through November and December.  
 
Alex said 'once we had created the venue it seemed such a shame to only use for 2 months of the year so have 
decided to try and stage shows throughout the year'. 
'Our aim is to bring a mix of shows that can appeal to all ages, be they comedy shows, music shows, tribute 
shows or children's shows. We want to offer affordable quality entertainment for the local community'. 
 
At the moment the farm is hosting Alex's swashbuckling pirate show twice a week playing to full houses at every 
show. The Christmas show is again being staged this year with tickets already flying out of the box office and as 
well as this they are also staging a professional pantomime ‘Aladdin’ just after Christmas for which tickets are 
also selling fast.  
 
As well as hosting his own in house shows Alex wants to welcome other performers into the theatre. At the end 
of January the theatre will host an evening of comedy and music with Norfolk  comedy legends Olly Day and 
Nigel 'boy' Syer.  
 
Alex said 'We are very excited to be hosting a show by Olly and Nigel and we are sure people will love the show'  
 
Alex wants to hear from people in the local community about the kind of shows they would like to see being 
staged at the farm and welcomes any suggestions. Or perhaps you are part of a local group that would like to 
stage a show in the theatre.  
 
To contact Alex please email alexmorleyproductions@gmail.com. 
 
To book tickets for any of the shows visit the website at www.melsopfarmpark.co.uk or call 01953 851943 
 

mailto:alexmorleyproductions@gmail.com
http://www.melsopfarmpark.co.uk
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February 25th  10.00  Launch of 2017 season 

February 25th to March 11th      ‘Once Upon a Time’ Wayland Book Week 

March 7th 10.30-12.30  Calligraphy Demonstration with Christine Robinson 

April 1st to April 15th      Elsing Artists Exhibition 

April 29th to May 13th      The World of Christine Watson Exhibition 

May 19th – 21st   Norfolk Open Studios Breckland Taster Exhibition 

     New Horizons (Preview May 19th 7.00pm) 

June 3rd  to 17th           The Tiffey Valley Painters Exhibition   

June 17th       Launch of Wayland Photography Challenge 

July 1st  to July  15th       Wayland Artists Show (replaces Liz Reed who is unwell) 

July 27th to August 31st    Photography Challenge Wonderful Wayland Exhibition Including People’s Vote 

Sept 16th to Sept. 30th             Helena Anderson Children of the World Exhibition 

October 14th to October 28th Marie Dawe & Sue Welfare Looking East –A Seasonal Exploration 

November 4th to 18th  Super Smashing Grout Mosaic Exhibition 

Nov. 25th to Dec 20th      “Its beginning to look a lot like Christmas (Christmas Arts and Crafts Exhibition) 

 

Creative Workshops at Wayland House 2017 

Feb. 25th  10.00 – 4.00  Creative/Life Writing with Author & Artist Sue Welfare 

March 4th 2.00-5.00  Poetry/Creative Prose with Heidi Williamson 

March 11th 10.00-4.00  Cartoon/Illustration With Andy Scordelis 

March 25th 10.00-1.00  Calligraphy Workshop with Christine Robinson 

April 29th 10.00-4.00   A Taste of India Embroidery with Dilys Harvey 

May 6th  10.00- 4.00  Stained Glass Workshop with Alby Stained Glass 

May 20th 10.00-1.00   Calligraphy Workshop with Christine Robinson 

June 3rd 10.00-1.00   Calligraphy Workshop with Christine Robinson 

June 10th 10.00-4.00   Calico Garden Embroidery with Dilys Harvey 

July 8th 10.30-4.00   Silk Painting Workshop with Elizabeth Scott 

September 23rd 10.00-4.00  Fusing Fabrics Dilys Harvey 

November 4th 10.00-4.00   Kantha Quilting with Dilys Harvey 

December 2nd 10.00 – 1.00   Christmas Wreath with Jane Dalton 

Exhibitions and Events in the Dragonfly Gallery,  

Wayland House 2017 
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Programme of Watton & Wayland Events 2017 

February 15th 5.30   Wayland Chamber Buffet & AGM Broom Hall 

March 28th 1.00-6.00  Wayland Career and Jobs Fair Queens Hall 

April 22nd    Wayland Show Charity Ball Lynford Hall 

June 11th 12.00 noon  Big Lunch Wayland House 

June 8th to June 10th   The Wayland Festival 2017 

              Thursday, 8th June 

     Afternoon - Perfect Vintage 50s Nostalgia Show 

     Evening - Doug Segal - Comedy Mind Reader 

              Friday, 9th June 

     Afternoon - Rachel Duffield - 40s Cabaret 

     Evening - Bella Musica with Dale Bullimore 

              Saturday 10th June 

     Morning - Alex Clown.  Children’s Show 

     Afternoon-Four4Jazz 

     Evening - Queen Tribute Band - Queens Hall 

July 7th – 10th    Blossom & Yarn – 7 Days & Beyond. Knitting and Flower Festival across 6  

     Wayland Churches 

August 6th    Wayland Show Brandon Rd. Watton 

     from 10.00am. Gates open 10.00am. Tickets: online £10.00 Children    

     £4.00 Family £25.00 At Gate £15.00/ £5.00/ £35.00 

September 3rd   Lavender’s Lunch College Farm Thompson 

September 3rd    Watton Carnival Watton High Street 

September 13th    Business Showcase 5.00-8.00 

October 17th    Tourism Conference 10.00 – 4.00 

October 28th    Watton Fireworks - Brandon Rd. Show Ground 

November 25rd    Small Business Saturday – Watton High Street 

December 3rd    Watton Festive Market – Watton High Street 

December 26th to 31st   Aladdin – Traditional Pantomime Melsop Farm Park 
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Contact us:  

Development Manager 

Richard Otterway 

01953 880204 

richard@wayland.org.uk 

 

Visitor Centre Tourism & Gallery 

Development Manager  

or duty Steward 

01953 880212 

 

 

 

All other enquiries to 

Reception: 

01953 883915 

 

 

 

 

Websites: 

www.wayland.org.uk 

Www.waylanddragonflygallery.co.uk 

Www.visitwayland.co.uk 

 

 

 

Admin Assistant 

Charlotte Howard 

01953 880205 

charlotte@wayland.org.uk 

 

HAPPY Project 

Jean Williams  

Outreach Worker 

01953 880235 

jean@wayland.org.uk 

 

Trustees 

Jan Godfrey (Chair) 

01953 880202 

jan@wayland.org.uk 

Heritage 

Bronwen Tyler 

01953 483741 

Tourism 

Katharine Wolstenholme 

Building & Policy 

Roger Harrold 

 

 

 

Sports Centre 

Awaiting new logo 


